
 

   
 

Year 4 -Medium Term Planning  

Our World 
Focus: Waste: waste not, want not! 

 

Global Citizenship Core Text  Community / Global 

Project Outcome 

 

 
 

 
What a Waste 

Jess French 
 

 

Assembly on relaunching 

school bins. 

Linked school value  Global Goals 

 
 

Value:  

 

 

 
 

 

Curriculum Table / Display Proposed Trip/Visitors 

Plastic vs Sustainable products  
Key Images: recycling images, 

symbols, images of pollution  

  

Key Artefacts: selection of items 

from the rubbish dump  

 

Lisa Scott – Huski Home 

River Thames 

Greenwich Hindu Temple - RE 



 

   
 

 

 

Global Citizenship Building Blocks 
 

 

 

 

Knowledge and Understanding  

 

Skills Attitudes 

 

*Sustainable development  

*Globalisation and interdependence   

 

 

*Critical and creative thinking  

*Empathy  

*Self-awareness and reflection  

*Informed and reflective action  

 

 

*Respect for people and human rights  

*Concern for the environment and 

commitment to sustainable development  

*Belief that people can bring about 

change  

 

 

 
 

Week 1 Sorting through the rubbish dump that was discovered in the classroom by the children.   

Geography – locating the African village on a world map that is featured in One Plastic Bag. Research her story.  
  

Week 2 Use Lyfta resources to look at how another African village has empowered itself.  

  
Week 3 History – comparing how people’s use of plastic has changed over the years   

   

Plastic toys – bias and opinion. The pros and cons of the rise of plastic toys in the toy industry. How have toys changed 

over the years?   

   
Week 4 One use plastic – what items do we use that are only used once? How can we change this?   

Look at the issues with single-use plastic – Link to gyres in ocean (geography) link to problems for marine life  

   

Exploring Deepening Planning Delivering Evaluating



 

   
 

Week 5 Recycling – what can we recycle? Where can we recycle?   

   

The impact of plastic on the environment.  landfill  
Week 6 Alternative possibilities instead of using plastic.   

   

Visit from Visit from Lisa Scott (Huski Home)  
 HALF TERM 

Week 8 Children to design bin labels making it clear what you should/shouldn’t put in specific bins & create pen bins. 
Week 9 Link to computing – Children work in groups to create persuasive/informative video about different aspects of waste management. 

What is waste?/Problems of plastic/Food Waste/Where does it end up? Landfill & ocean gyres/Recycling/ Reusing/Reducing/What can you do? 

Week 10 Continued from week 9 edit videos and assemble. 
Week 11 Project outcomes Deliver assembly to the rest of the school 

Week 12 Children deployed to different classrooms to re-label bins and launch recycling initiative. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English 

 

 

 
Week 1 

 

Week 2 
 

Week 3 
 

Week 4 
 

Week 5 
 

Week 6 
 

Week 7 

Inspire Immerse Analyse Generate Model Write Edit Publish 



 

   
 

SPaG Focus: 

 

Personal pronouns 

 

 

SPaG Focus: 

 

Comparing/contrasting 

connectives 

 

SPaG Focus: 

 

Capital letter 

usage 

(revision) 

SPaG Focus: 

 

Fronted adverbials 

SPaG Focus: 

 

Paragraphs 

SPaG Focus: 

 

Paragraphs 

SPaG Focus: 

 

Statement, 

questions and 

exclamations 

(revision) 

Immersion in rubbish 

dump. Prediction of 

core text based on 

front cover and then 

quote on back. 

 

Read the first half of 

book and write a diary 

entry from Isatou’s 

point of view. 

 

Read up to where 

people are laughing 

at Isatou and write a 

diary entry from her 

point of view. 

 

Complete text and 

write a final diary 

entry. 

 

(Discuss how her 

emotions/attitude to 

plastic has changed 

throughout the story) 

 

 

-  

Focus for week – write 

introduction to leaflet 

 

Look at the features of 

leaflets. 

 

What’s the purpose of 

an introduction? Look 

at examples and link to 

content (the problems of 

waste). Create a mind 

map/talk tins. 

 

Write an introduction 

for their leaflet. 

 

Edit and write up final 

paragraph on leaflet. 

 

 

Focus for week – 

write the problems 

of plastic waste 

section 

 

Look at 

organizational 

features found in 

leaflets/non-

chron texts. 

Unmuddle text 

and organize in 

bullet points. 

 

Watch emotive 

videos including 

plastic in ocean. 

Ch pick out key 

points and facts 

to include in their 

paragraphs. 

 

As a class, read 

articles about 

problems of 

plastic in different 

situations 

Children extract 

key points and 

summarise (link to 

GR) 

 

Focus for week – 

write the ‘Food 

Waste’ section of 

leaflet. 

 

Where does our 

leftover food go? 

Why do we have 

food waste? What 

happens to food 

that isn’t sold in 

supermarkets? 

 

As a class, read 

articles about food 

waste (48-51 WAW) 

Ch ask and 

research answers 

to own questions 

on food waste. 

 

Write their first draft 

on food waste 

section  

 

Edit and write up 

final paragraph on 

leaflet. 

 

 

Focus for week – 

write the ‘Where 

does it end up?’ 

section of 

leaflet. 

Good vs Bad 

 

Watch emotive 

videos including 

waste in ocean 

and landfills. 

As a class, read 

articles about 

problems of 

plastic in 

different 

situations 

Children extract 

key points and 

summarise (link 

to GR) 

 

Write their first 

draft on 

problems of 

waste when it is 

badly 

managed.  

 

Edit and write 

up final 

paragraph on 

leaflet. 

Focus for week – write 

the ‘Well-managed 

waste’ section of 

leaflet. 

 

Look at leaflets and 

pick out persuasive 

techniques. Identify 

which of these are 

relevant to our type of 

leaflet. 

Recycling/repurposing 

 

Research/generate 

ideas for content. 

Too Good to Go  

OLIO apps 

 

Write their first draft on 

Well managed 

waste? section 

thinking about 

organization and 

layout. 

 

Edit and write up final 

paragraph on leaflet. 

Published! 

 

 

 

Focus for week – 

write the ‘What 

can we do?’ 

section of leaflet. 

 

Look at leaflets and 

pick out persuasive 

techniques. Identify 

which of these are 

relevant to our 

type of leaflet. 

 

 

Research/generate 

ideas for content. 

 

Write their first draft 

on What can we 

do? section 

thinking about 

organization and 

layout. 

 

Edit and write up 

final paragraph on 

leaflet. Published! 

 

 

 



 

   
 

Write their first 

draft on problems 

of plastic,  

 

Edit and write up 

final paragraph 

on leaflet. 

 

 

 

Maths 
 

Week 1 
 

Week 2 
 

Week 3 
 

Week 4 
 

Week 5 
 

Week 6 
 

Week 7 

Focus for the week: 
Number: Place value 

Prioritise; 4NPV – 1 

4NPV – 2 

4NPV – 3 

4NPV – 4 

Focus for the week: 
Number: Place value 

Prioritise; 4NPV – 1 

4NPV – 2 

4NPV – 3 

4NPV – 4 

Focus for the week:  
Number: Place value 

Prioritise; 4NPV – 1 

4NPV – 2 

4NPV – 3 

4NPV – 4 

Focus for the week: 
Number: Place value 

Prioritise; 4NPV – 1 

4NPV – 2 

4NPV – 3 

4NPV – 4 

Focus for the week: 
Number: Place value 

Prioritise; 4NPV – 1 

4NPV – 2 

4NPV – 3 

4NPV – 4 

Focus for the week: 
Number: addition and 

subtraction (including 

measurement and 

money) 

 

Focus for the week: 
Number: addition and 

subtraction (including 

measurement and 

money) 

 

Weekly overview  

Represent numbers to 

1000 

Hundreds, Tens and Ones 

Number line to 1000  

Rounding to nearest 10 

Rounding to nearest 100 

 

Count in 1000s 

Represent numbers to 

10,000 activity 

1000s, 100s, 10s and 1s 

Partitioning 

Number line to 10,000 

 

 

Find 1, 10 or 100 more or 

less 

1000 more or less 

Compare 4-digit 

numbers 

Order numbers 

Round to the nearest 

1,000 

 

Count in 25s 

Introducing negative 

numbers activity 

Negative Numbers 

Roman numerals 

Mini-assessment 

 

Add & subtract 1s, 10s, 

100s and 1000s 

Add two 3-digit numbers 

– not crossing 10 or 100 

Add two 4-digit numbers 

– no exchange 

Add two 3-digit numbers- 

crossing 10 or 100 

Add two 4-digit numbers 

– one exchange. 

Add two 4-digit numbers 

– more than one 

exchange 

Subtract a 3-digit 

number from a 3-digit 

number – no exchange 

Subtract two 4-digit 

numbers no exchange 

Subtract a 3-digit 

number from a 3-digit 

number – exchange 

Subract two 4-digit 

numbers – one 

exchange 

Subtract two 4-digit 

numbers- more than one 

exchange 

Efficient subtraction 

Estimate answers 

Checking strategies 

Mini-assessment 

 

         

 



 

   
 

Discrete Subjects  

 

 Week 1 
 

Week 2 
 

Week 3 
 

Week 4 
 

Week 5 
 

Week 6 
 

Week 7 

Whole Class 

Reading  

 

See notes 

below for KS 

recommenda

tions 

Strategies: 

Prediction 

 

Text: One Plastic 

Bag 

 
 

Genre: Fiction 

 

 

 
 

Strategies: 

Questioning 

 

Text: Plastic Sucks 

 
Genre: Non-

fiction 

 

 

  

Strategies: 

Summarising 

Text: Plastic Sucks 

 

 
 

Genre: Non-

fiction 

 

Strategies: 

Summarising 

Text:  

 
Genre:  

Non-fiction 
(magazine 

article) 

Strategies: 

Evaluating 

Text: Be the 

Change 

 
Genre: Poetry 

 

 

Strategies: 

Inference 

Text: Be The 

Change 

 
Genre: Poetry 

 

 

Strategies: 

Summarising 

Text: National 

Geographic Kids 

 
Genre: Non-

fiction (magazine 

article) 

 

Science 

 

Include a 

science day 

 

LO: To compare and 

group materials 

together, according 

to whether they are 

solids, liquids or gases 

 

Activity: Sort materials 

and describe their 

properties. Look for 

commonality 

between the objects 

that are solids, the 

LO: to investigate 

whether gases have 

mass. 

 

Activity: Children 

discuss concept 

cartoon about 

whether the gas in 

lemonade weighs 

anything. They make 

predictions and carry 

out the investigation 

LO: Observe that 

some materials 

change state 

when they are heated 

or cooled. 

 

Activity: plan a 

comparative test 

investigating the 

temperature at which 

chocolate melts. 

LO: make 

observations to 

explore how water 

changes state. 

 

 

Activity: Children work 

in groups to answer 

questions about the 

different states of 

water. Match the 

answer to the 

LO: make 

observations to 

explore how water 

changes state. 

 

 

Activity: Children work 

in groups to answer 

questions about the 

different states of 

water. Match the 

answer to the 

LO: plan an 

investigation about 

how the speed of 

evaporation is 

affected by 

temperature. 

 

Activity: Plan an 

investigation using 

paper towels and 

water on a washing 

LO: understand and 

explain the water 

cycle 

 

Activity: Using the mini 

water worlds from last 

week, label a 

diagram explaining 

the water cycle. Use 

this to draw and label 

a diagram of the 

actual water cycle/ 



 

   
 

different liquids etc. 

Children model the 

particles in different 

states. 

 

by shaking the bottle 

of lemonade and re-

weighing it. Also, use 

coat hangers and 

balloons to investigate 

the weight of gas. 
 

Draw simple 

conclusions. 

Extension – different 

types or chocolate. 

 
 

 

 

question. Check using 

ipads. 

Ch work through a 

carousel of activities 

making observations 

(temp of ice melting 

with and without salt, 

clingfilm + ice over hot 

water, condensation 

from a kettle demo).  

 

question. Check using 

ipads. 

Ch work through a 

carousel of activities 

making observations 

(temp of ice melting 

with and without salt, 

clingfilm + ice over hot 

water, condensation 

from a kettle demo).  

 

line. Children identify 

and control variables. 

Carry out investigation 

and draw conclusions. 

 
 

How does the level of 

water in a container 

change over time 

 
Draw a graph/draw 

conclusions from 

investigation into 

water level in a glass. 

 

Set up mini water 

world for next week 

between parts of the 

investigation. 

 

 

SCIENCE DAY 

do a side by side 

comparison of mini 

water world and 

water cycle. 

 

R.E Key Questions:  

How do Hindus show 

their faith? Faith in 

what? 

Activities: 

Describe Hindu beliefs 

about God Find out 

more about how 

Hindus worship god 

Look for similarities 

and differences 

between the life of a 

Hindu child and the 

life of a child from 

another religion or a 

non religious child 

Give simple reasons 

Key Questions:  

A Hindu life: what is 

important? 

 

Activities 

Describe two of the 

four aims in Hindu life; 

Dharma and Moksha 

Find out more about 

the metaphor of the 

journey of life for 

Hindus and for 

themselves Look for 

similarities and 

differences between 

duty for Hindu children 

and for themselves 

Key Questions:  

Why is Mahatma 

Gandhi a Hindu hero? 

 

Activities 

Describe the Hindu 

belief in Karma Think 

of reasons why 

Gandhi behaved in 

the way he did. How 

does this show Hindu 

beliefs Describe some 

key events in the life 

of Gandhi Describe 

how the life of Gandhi 

shows Hindu beliefs in 

action 

 Key Questions:  

Trip to Hindu Temple 

(?) 

Activities 

 

 

Key Questions:  

What do Christians do 

to show their beliefs at 

Church? 

Activities 

Describe how 

different Christians use 

music to worship God 

Find out more about 

the beliefs shown in a 

Christian hymn or song 

of worship Consider 

and find answers to 

questions such as Why 

do Christians use 

music in Worship  

Key Questions:  

How and why do 

different Christians use 

music in worship? 

Activities 

Describe how 

different Christians use 

music to worship God 

Find out more about 

the beliefs shown in a 

Christian hymn or song 

of worship Consider 

and find answers to 

questions such as Why 

do Christians use 

music in Worship Look 

for similarities and 

Key Questions:  

How and why do 

different Christians 

celebrate holy 

communion? 

Activities 

Describe what 

happens during holy 

communion and why 

it is regularly 

celebrated by most 

Christians Describe 

how Catholic 

Christians prepare to 

take their first holy 

communion Find out 

more about what 



 

   
 

for the different 

aspects of puja and 

how they reflect Hindu 

beliefs 

 

 

Look for similarities 

and differences in 

types of musical 

worship  

Think of reasons why 

some people worship 

God with music 

differences in types of 

musical worship Think 

of reasons why some 

people worship God 

with music 

 

Christians are 

remembering when 

they celebrate holy 

communion Look for 

similarities and 

differences in the way 

that different 

Christians prepare for 

and celebrate holy 

communion 

 

DT 

 

Plan 

backwards 

LO:  explore 

examples and 

generate ideas 

  

Activity:  Children 

explore different 

existing T-shirt bag 

designs (knotted, 

drawstring, 

backpack, sewn 

etc) and decide 

which design they 

would like to 

pursue. 

Look at existing 

bags and match 

them to purpose. 

Ch research and 

create a 

moodboard on 

keynote. 

LO:    create mood 

board  

  

Activity:   

Look at existing 

bags and match 

them to purpose. 

Ch research and 

create a 

moodboard on 

keynote. Think 

about 

design/colour/emb

ellishments/fastenin

gs  

LO:  make bag 

  

Activity:  make bag 

from T-shirt. 

Cut neck line and 

sleeves off. 

Begin to knot/sew 

the bottom of the 

shirt. 

  

 

 

LO:  make bag 

  

Activity:  

Complete making 

the basic bag 

  

 

LO:  create a 

design/embellishm

ent to enhance the 

bag. 

  

Activity: Children 

enhance their bag 

by adding extra 

features (a 

print/fastening/poc

kets etc) 

 

LO:  sew on 

embellishments/ad

ditional design 

features. 

  

Activity:  

Sew 

embellishments/ 

added design 

features onto their 

bag. 

LO: evaluate our 

finished bags  

  

Activity:  

Children look at 

their own and each 

other’s work and 

critique it by saying 

what they think is 

good and what 

could be made 

better. 

French RIGOLO 1 UNIT 1  

Bonjour  

- Greet and say goodbye to someone  

- Ask someone’s name and say your own  

- Ask how someone is and respond to same question  

- Learn some basic nouns  

- Count numbers 1-10 

 

RIGOLO 1 UNIT 2  

En Classe  

- Identify classroom objects  

- Identify colours, and describe an object’s colour  

- Say your age  

- Recognise and repeat classroom instruction 

 

P.E 

 

LO:  apply 

passing and 

LO:  develop 

passing and 

creating space. 

LO:  explore how 

to shoot, where 

LO:  refine 

shooting 

technique. 

LO:  develop 

understanding of 

the footwork rule 

LO:  bring 

learning together 

LO:  bring 

learning together 



 

   
 

moving skills to 

keep possession. 

  

Activity:  

Develop passing 

and moving skills 

into a mini game 

situation. 

  

Activity:  pupils 

explore the 

transition 

between attack 

and defence, 

working out 

simple tactics for 

creating space 

and keeping 

possession. 

 

to shoot from and 

why. 

  

Activity:  Pupils 

use their prior 

learning of 

passing and 

moving, to move 

the ball up the 

court, creating 

an attack that 

results in a 

shooting 

opportunity. 

 

  

Activity:  Use the 

Flier Netball rules, 

in addition award 

1 point if the ball 

hits the ring but 

does not go in, 3 

points if the ball 

hits the ring and 

goes in, 5 points if 

the ball goes 

straight in. 

 

and how they 

can  increase the 

speed and fluidity 

of their 

movements. 

  

Activity:  Pupils 

move around the 

space and react 

(stop) on the 

whistle, one foot, 

two feet landings. 

Pivot and pass to 

an imaginary 

team member 

before moving off 

into space. 

into a level 1 

tournament.  

  

Activity:  Play a 

round robin 

tournament so 

pupils all play 

each other 

applying their 

knowledge and 

understanding 

throughout. 3 

points for a win, 1 

for a draw and 0 

for a loss.  

into a level 1 

tournament.  

  

Activity:  Continu

e a round robin 

tournament so 

pupils all play 

each other 

applying their 

knowledge and 

understanding 

throughout. 3 

points for a win, 1 

for a draw and 0 

for a loss.  

RSHE LO: 
• Identifying what it 

feels like when 

someone is 

unkind.  

 

LO: 
• Explain feeling 

vulnerable and 

how this can 

impact self-

esteem. 

 

 

LO: 
Explain or 

demonstrate 

strategies to use if 

they feel they are 

being put under 

pressure/want to 

resolve difficulties 

 

 

LO: 
Talk about when 

and how to end a 

relationship 

amicably 

LO: 

Talk about how being 

part of group can 

make us feel we have 

to join in with what 

everyone else wants 

to do and 

demonstrate assertive 

ways of saying we 

don’t want to/won’t 

join in. 

 

LO: 

How to develop 

and maintain 

positive, 

healthy 

relationships 

 

LO:   

 Cyberbullying – 

what is it and 

how do we deal 

with it? 

Computing LO:  to 

understand the 

basics of Scratch 

  

Activity:  

Children login 

and learn how to 

use blocks to 

control a given 

sprite. 
 

LO:  to create a 

sprite in Scratch 

  

Activity:  

Children learn 

how to change 

costumes of 

sprites and draw 

their own. 

Code the sprite 

so that its 

LO:  to draw a 

background in 

Scratch 

  

Activity:  

Show children 

how to select 

backgrounds 

from the given 

choices, import 

photos and draw 

LO:  use arrow 

keys to move a 

sprite 

  

Activity: children 

use sprite from 

last week and use 

keyboard inputs 

to make it move.  

 

LO:  to use if/then 

and sensing 

blocks. 

  

Activity:  

Program a sprite 

to react when it 

touches another 

sprite.  

 
 

LO:  to use if/then 

and sensing 

blocks. 
  

Activity: Program 

sprites to display 

text when 

touched. 

LO:  evaluate our 

work 

  

Activity: children 

think critically 

about their work. 

What worked well 

what could be 

improved. They 

show their work to 

partner and try to 



 

   
 

 

Guided reading: 

Over the year children should have the opportunity to explore a range of genres listed below.  

 
KS1 Range of poems, stories, non-fiction, fairy tales and traditional tales 

Year 3/4 Range of poems, plays, fiction, non-fiction, reference books, myths, fairy tales, legends 

Year 5/6 Fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction, reference, myths, legends, traditional stories, cultural and traditional texts 

 

costume 

changes. 
their own 

backdrops. 

debug any issues 

together. 

 


